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How do I find a
spouse?
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Biblical Examples Biblical Examples Biblical Examples 
of Finding a Spouseof Finding a Spouseof Finding a Spouse

Adam Adam Adam 

Jacob Jacob Jacob 

RuthRuthRuth

Hosea Hosea Hosea 

Samson Samson Samson 

(Gen 2:18-25)(Gen 2:18-25)(Gen 2:18-25)

(Gen 28:1-5, 29:1-30)(Gen 28:1-5, 29:1-30)(Gen 28:1-5, 29:1-30)

(Hos 1-3)(Hos 1-3)(Hos 1-3)

(Jdg 14-16)(Jdg 14-16)(Jdg 14-16)

“Ruth Gleans in the Fields of Boaz”, Bible Panorama, 1891“Ruth Gleans in the Fields of Boaz”, Bible Panorama, 1891“Ruth Gleans in the Fields of Boaz”, Bible Panorama, 1891
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1. PrinciplePrinciplePrinciple   

2. PromisePromisePromise   

Father of Promises Father of Promises Father of Promises 

Faith in Action Faith in Action Faith in Action 

Freewill Freewill Freewill 

3. PractisePractisePractise   

Purpose Purpose Purpose 

Prayer Prayer Prayer 

Proposal Proposal Proposal 

(v1-4)(v1-4)(v1-4)

(v5-8)(v5-8)(v5-8)

(v7a)(v7a)(v7a)

(v7b)(v7b)(v7b)

(v8)(v8)(v8)

(v10-49)(v10-49)(v10-49)

(v10)(v10)(v10)

(v12-14)(v12-14)(v12-14)

(v22-49)(v22-49)(v22-49)
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Now Abraham was Now Abraham was Now Abraham was oldoldold, well advanced in years. , well advanced in years. , well advanced in years. 

And the Lord had And the Lord had And the Lord had blessedblessedblessed Abraham in all things. Abraham in all things. Abraham in all things.

Genesis 24:1 (ESV)Genesis 24:1 (ESV)Genesis 24:1 (ESV)

Brandenburg Alps, Austria. Brandenburg Alps, Austria. Brandenburg Alps, Austria. Paul GilmorePaul GilmorePaul Gilmore
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And Abraham said to his And Abraham said to his And Abraham said to his servantservantservant, , , 

the the the oldestoldestoldest of his household,  of his household,  of his household, 

who had who had who had chargechargecharge of all that he had of all that he had of all that he had

Genesis 24:2 (ESV)Genesis 24:2 (ESV)Genesis 24:2 (ESV)

Eliezer of Damascus, William Dyce, 1860Eliezer of Damascus, William Dyce, 1860Eliezer of Damascus, William Dyce, 1860
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Put your hand under my Put your hand under my Put your hand under my thighthighthigh, , , 

 that I may make you  that I may make you  that I may make you swearswearswear by the Lord,  by the Lord,  by the Lord, 

the God of the God of the God of heavenheavenheaven and God of the  and God of the  and God of the earthearthearth,,,

333

Genesis 24:2-3 (ESV)Genesis 24:2-3 (ESV)Genesis 24:2-3 (ESV)

Isaac Blesses Jacob, Gustave Doré, 1866Isaac Blesses Jacob, Gustave Doré, 1866Isaac Blesses Jacob, Gustave Doré, 1866
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that you will not take a that you will not take a that you will not take a wifewifewife for my son  for my son  for my son 

from the daughters of the from the daughters of the from the daughters of the CanaanitesCanaanitesCanaanites, , , 

among whom I dwell,among whom I dwell,among whom I dwell,

 but will go to my country and to my  but will go to my country and to my  but will go to my country and to my kindredkindredkindred, , , 

and take a wife for my son Isaac.and take a wife for my son Isaac.and take a wife for my son Isaac.

444

Genesis 24:3-4 (ESV)Genesis 24:3-4 (ESV)Genesis 24:3-4 (ESV)
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When God created man, 

he made him in the likeness of God.

Adam 130 Seth 105

Enosh 90 Kenan 70

Mahalalel 65 Jared 162

Enoch 65 Methuselah 187

Lamech 182 Noah

Genesis 5:1 (ESV)
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But Noah found But Noah found But Noah found favorfavorfavor in the eyes of the Lord. in the eyes of the Lord. in the eyes of the Lord.

Genesis 6:8 (ESV)Genesis 6:8 (ESV)Genesis 6:8 (ESV)
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“Cursed be “Cursed be “Cursed be CanaanCanaanCanaan;;;

a a a servantservantservant of servants  of servants  of servants 

shall he be to his brothers”shall he be to his brothers”shall he be to his brothers”

Genesis 9:25 (ESV)Genesis 9:25 (ESV)Genesis 9:25 (ESV)

Brad HelminkBrad HelminkBrad Helmink
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Now the Lord said to Abram, 

“Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you.”

Noah 500 Shem 100 Arpachshad 35

Shelah 30 Eber 34 Peleg 30

Reu 32 Serug 30 Nahor 29

Terah 70 Abram

Genesis 12:1, 11:10-26 (ESV)
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And I will make of you a And I will make of you a And I will make of you a great nationgreat nationgreat nation, …, …, …

and in you all the and in you all the and in you all the familiesfamiliesfamilies of the earth  of the earth  of the earth 

shall be shall be shall be blessedblessedblessed...

Genesis 12:2,3 (ESV)Genesis 12:2,3 (ESV)Genesis 12:2,3 (ESV)
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you will not take a you will not take a you will not take a wifewifewife for my son  for my son  for my son 

from the daughters of the from the daughters of the from the daughters of the CanaanitesCanaanitesCanaanites, , , 

among whom I dwell,among whom I dwell,among whom I dwell,

 but will go to my country and to my  but will go to my country and to my  but will go to my country and to my kindredkindredkindred, , , 

and take a wife for my son Isaac.and take a wife for my son Isaac.and take a wife for my son Isaac.
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Rebecca at the Well, Giovanni Piazzetta, 1740Rebecca at the Well, Giovanni Piazzetta, 1740Rebecca at the Well, Giovanni Piazzetta, 1740
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This This This mysterymysterymystery is that  is that  is that 

the the the GentilesGentilesGentiles are fellow  are fellow  are fellow heirsheirsheirs, , , 

members of the same members of the same members of the same bodybodybody,,,

and partakers of the and partakers of the and partakers of the promisepromisepromise   

in Christ Jesus through the gospel.in Christ Jesus through the gospel.in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Ephesians 3:6 (ESV)Ephesians 3:6 (ESV)Ephesians 3:6 (ESV)

Nancy, France. Rémi WalleNancy, France. Rémi WalleNancy, France. Rémi Walle
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(application: looking for spouse)
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(aside: to happy singles)
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The The The unmarriedunmarriedunmarried or betrothed woman is  or betrothed woman is  or betrothed woman is 

anxiousanxiousanxious about the things of the Lord,  about the things of the Lord,  about the things of the Lord, 

how to be how to be how to be holyholyholy in  in  in bodybodybody and  and  and spiritspiritspirit...

But the But the But the marriedmarriedmarried woman is anxious about woman is anxious about woman is anxious about

worldlyworldlyworldly things,  things,  things, 

how to please her how to please her how to please her husbandhusbandhusband

1 Corinthians 7:34 (ESV)1 Corinthians 7:34 (ESV)1 Corinthians 7:34 (ESV)

Olivia SnowOlivia SnowOlivia Snow
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What is the purpose
of marriage?
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1. Principle Principle Principle 

2. PromisePromisePromise   

Father of PromisesFather of PromisesFather of Promises   

Faith in ActionFaith in ActionFaith in Action   

FreewillFreewillFreewill   

3. Practise Practise Practise 

Purpose Purpose Purpose 

Prayer Prayer Prayer 

Proposal Proposal Proposal 

(v1-4)(v1-4)(v1-4)

(v5-8)(v5-8)(v5-8)

(v7a)(v7a)(v7a)

(v7b)(v7b)(v7b)

(v8)(v8)(v8)

(v10-49)(v10-49)(v10-49)

(v10)(v10)(v10)

(v12-14)(v12-14)(v12-14)

(v22-49)(v22-49)(v22-49)
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The Lord, the God of The Lord, the God of The Lord, the God of heavenheavenheaven, , , 

who who who took metook metook me from my father’s house  from my father’s house  from my father’s house 

and from the land of my kindred,and from the land of my kindred,and from the land of my kindred,

and who and who and who spoke to mespoke to mespoke to me and swore to me,  and swore to me,  and swore to me, 

‘To your o�spring I will give this land,’‘To your o�spring I will give this land,’‘To your o�spring I will give this land,’

Genesis 24:7 (ESV)Genesis 24:7 (ESV)Genesis 24:7 (ESV)

Avenue of the Giants, CA. John TownerAvenue of the Giants, CA. John TownerAvenue of the Giants, CA. John Towner
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Then the Lord Then the Lord Then the Lord appearedappearedappeared to Abram and said, to Abram and said, to Abram and said,

“To your “To your “To your o�springo�springo�spring I will give  I will give  I will give this landthis landthis land.”.”.”

Genesis 12:7 (ESV)Genesis 12:7 (ESV)Genesis 12:7 (ESV)

Jake GivensJake GivensJake Givens
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The servant said to him, “Perhaps The servant said to him, “Perhaps The servant said to him, “Perhaps the womanthe womanthe woman   

may not be may not be may not be willingwillingwilling to follow me to this land.” to follow me to this land.” to follow me to this land.”

Genesis 24:5 (ESV)Genesis 24:5 (ESV)Genesis 24:5 (ESV)

Rebecca at the Well. old Bible etching, 1885Rebecca at the Well. old Bible etching, 1885Rebecca at the Well. old Bible etching, 1885
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He He He willwillwill send His angel before you,  send His angel before you,  send His angel before you, 

and you and you and you shallshallshall take a wife for my son from there. take a wife for my son from there. take a wife for my son from there.

Genesis 24:7 (ESV)Genesis 24:7 (ESV)Genesis 24:7 (ESV)

Chuckanut Mountain, US. Chuckanut Mountain, US. Chuckanut Mountain, US. Patrick ForePatrick ForePatrick Fore
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If the woman is If the woman is If the woman is not willingnot willingnot willing to follow you,  to follow you,  to follow you, 

then you will be then you will be then you will be freefreefree from this oath of mine from this oath of mine from this oath of mine

Genesis 24:8 (ESV)Genesis 24:8 (ESV)Genesis 24:8 (ESV)

Rebecca at the Well. old Bible etching, 1885Rebecca at the Well. old Bible etching, 1885Rebecca at the Well. old Bible etching, 1885
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And I will make of you a And I will make of you a And I will make of you a great nationgreat nationgreat nation, …, …, …

and in you all the and in you all the and in you all the familiesfamiliesfamilies of the earth  of the earth  of the earth 

shall be shall be shall be blessedblessedblessed...

Genesis 12:2,3 (ESV)Genesis 12:2,3 (ESV)Genesis 12:2,3 (ESV)

Mario PurisicMario PurisicMario Purisic
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(God still speaks)
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God is not God is not God is not manmanman, that he should , that he should , that he should lielielie,,,

or a son of man, or a son of man, or a son of man, 

that he should that he should that he should changechangechange his mind. his mind. his mind.

Has he Has he Has he saidsaidsaid, and will he not , and will he not , and will he not dododo it? it? it?

Or has he Or has he Or has he spokenspokenspoken, and will he not , and will he not , and will he not fulfillfulfillfulfill it? it? it?

Numbers 23:19 (ESV)Numbers 23:19 (ESV)Numbers 23:19 (ESV)

Samuel FerraraSamuel FerraraSamuel Ferrara
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What are God’s
promises to me?
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1. Principle Principle Principle 

2. Promise Promise Promise 

Father of Promises Father of Promises Father of Promises 

Faith in Action Faith in Action Faith in Action 

Freewill Freewill Freewill 

3. PractisePractisePractise   

PurposePurposePurpose   

PrayerPrayerPrayer   

ProposalProposalProposal   

(v1-4)(v1-4)(v1-4)
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And Abraham said to his And Abraham said to his And Abraham said to his servantservantservant, , , 

the the the oldestoldestoldest of his household,  of his household,  of his household, 

who had who had who had chargechargecharge of all that he had of all that he had of all that he had

Genesis 24:2 (ESV)Genesis 24:2 (ESV)Genesis 24:2 (ESV)

Eliezer of Damascus, William Dyce, 1860Eliezer of Damascus, William Dyce, 1860Eliezer of Damascus, William Dyce, 1860
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(matchmaking)
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Then the servant took Then the servant took Then the servant took 

ten of his master’s ten of his master’s ten of his master’s camelscamelscamels and departed,  and departed,  and departed, 

taking all sorts of choice taking all sorts of choice taking all sorts of choice gi�sgi�sgi�s from his master; from his master; from his master;

and he arose and went to and he arose and went to and he arose and went to MesopotamiaMesopotamiaMesopotamia   

to the city of to the city of to the city of NahorNahorNahor...

Genesis 24:10 (ESV)Genesis 24:10 (ESV)Genesis 24:10 (ESV)

Dallol, Ethiopia. Trevor ColeDallol, Ethiopia. Trevor ColeDallol, Ethiopia. Trevor Cole
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And he made the And he made the And he made the camelscamelscamels kneel down  kneel down  kneel down 

outside the city by the outside the city by the outside the city by the wellwellwell of water of water of water

at the time of at the time of at the time of eveningeveningevening, , , 

the time when the time when the time when womenwomenwomen go out to draw water. go out to draw water. go out to draw water.

Genesis 24:11 (ESV)Genesis 24:11 (ESV)Genesis 24:11 (ESV)

Hagars Well in the Desert of Beersheba. Archibald Forder, 1863Hagars Well in the Desert of Beersheba. Archibald Forder, 1863Hagars Well in the Desert of Beersheba. Archibald Forder, 1863
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(praying for a spouse)
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But he said to them, “Do not But he said to them, “Do not But he said to them, “Do not delaydelaydelay me,  me,  me, 

since the Lord has since the Lord has since the Lord has prosperedprosperedprospered my way.  my way.  my way. 

Send me Send me Send me awayawayaway that I may go to my master.” that I may go to my master.” that I may go to my master.”

Genesis 24:56 (ESV)Genesis 24:56 (ESV)Genesis 24:56 (ESV)

Egypt. Mariam SolimanEgypt. Mariam SolimanEgypt. Mariam Soliman
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O Lord, God of my master Abraham, O Lord, God of my master Abraham, O Lord, God of my master Abraham, 

please grant me please grant me please grant me successsuccesssuccess today … today … today …

let her be the one whom you have let her be the one whom you have let her be the one whom you have 

appointedappointedappointed for your servant Isaac. for your servant Isaac. for your servant Isaac.

By this I shall know that you have By this I shall know that you have By this I shall know that you have 

shown shown shown steadfast lovesteadfast lovesteadfast love to my master to my master to my master

Genesis 24:12,14 (ESV)Genesis 24:12,14 (ESV)Genesis 24:12,14 (ESV)

Ben WhiteBen WhiteBen White
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She said, “I will draw water for your She said, “I will draw water for your She said, “I will draw water for your camelscamelscamels

also,also,also,

until they have finished drinking.”until they have finished drinking.”until they have finished drinking.”

 So she quickly  So she quickly  So she quickly emptiedemptiedemptied her jar into the trough her jar into the trough her jar into the trough

and and and ranranran again to the well to draw water,  again to the well to draw water,  again to the well to draw water, 

and she drew for all his and she drew for all his and she drew for all his camelscamelscamels...

202020

Genesis 24:19-20 (ESV)Genesis 24:19-20 (ESV)Genesis 24:19-20 (ESV)

Rebecca and Eliezer, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, 1660Rebecca and Eliezer, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, 1660Rebecca and Eliezer, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, 1660
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The man took a The man took a The man took a gold ringgold ringgold ring   

weighing a half shekel, weighing a half shekel, weighing a half shekel, 

and two and two and two braceletsbraceletsbracelets for her arms  for her arms  for her arms 

weighing ten gold shekels, weighing ten gold shekels, weighing ten gold shekels,  and said, and said, and said,

“Please tell me whose “Please tell me whose “Please tell me whose daughterdaughterdaughter you are.  you are.  you are. 

Is there room in your Is there room in your Is there room in your father’s housefather’s housefather’s house   

for us to spend the night?”for us to spend the night?”for us to spend the night?”

232323
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The man bowed his head The man bowed his head The man bowed his head 

and and and worshipedworshipedworshiped the Lord the Lord the Lord

 and said, “ and said, “ and said, “BlessedBlessedBlessed be the Lord,  be the Lord,  be the Lord, 

the God of my master Abraham,the God of my master Abraham,the God of my master Abraham,

who has not forsaken his who has not forsaken his who has not forsaken his steadfast lovesteadfast lovesteadfast love   

and his and his and his faithfulnessfaithfulnessfaithfulness toward my master. toward my master. toward my master.

272727

Genesis 24:26-27 (ESV)Genesis 24:26-27 (ESV)Genesis 24:26-27 (ESV)

Lake of Carezza, Italy. Alessandro ViaroLake of Carezza, Italy. Alessandro ViaroLake of Carezza, Italy. Alessandro Viaro

spouse.seanho.com     f84bef4 40 / 46

https://unsplash.com/photos/fwWj5Y1IgQg
http://localhost:9000/spouse.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/spouse
https://github.com/sermons/spouse


Then Then Then foodfoodfood was set before him to eat. was set before him to eat. was set before him to eat.

But he said, “I But he said, “I But he said, “I will not eatwill not eatwill not eat until  until  until 

I have I have I have saidsaidsaid what I have to say.” what I have to say.” what I have to say.”
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Now then, if you are going to show Now then, if you are going to show Now then, if you are going to show 

steadfast lovesteadfast lovesteadfast love and  and  and faithfulnessfaithfulnessfaithfulness to my master, to my master, to my master,

tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may 

turn to the turn to the turn to the rightrightright hand or to the  hand or to the  hand or to the le�le�le�...
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Jens LelieJens LelieJens Lelie
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Am I ready to act
when God reveals

His will?
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(Rebekah and a�erward)
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BlessedBlessedBlessed be the Lord,  be the Lord,  be the Lord, 

the God of my master Abraham,the God of my master Abraham,the God of my master Abraham,

who has not forsaken his who has not forsaken his who has not forsaken his steadfast lovesteadfast lovesteadfast love   

and his and his and his faithfulnessfaithfulnessfaithfulness toward my master. toward my master. toward my master.
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