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What kind of prayer

does God answer?
###
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The next day as they were leaving Bethany, 

Jesus was hungry.

 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, 

he went to find out if it had any fruit.
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Mark 11:12-13 (ESV) (p.1/5)
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When he reached it, 

he found nothing but leaves, 

because it was not the season for figs.

 Then he said to the tree, 

“May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”

And his disciples heard him say  it.
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Mark 11:13-14 (ESV) (p.2/5)

prayer-faith.seanho.com     9a2b026 4 / 35

http://localhost:9000/prayer-faith.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/prayer-faith
https://github.com/sermons/prayer-faith


 As they passed by in the morning, 

they saw the fig tree 

withered away to its roots.

 And Peter remembered 

and said to him, “Rabbi, look! 

The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”

20
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Mark 11:20-21 (ESV) (p.3/5)
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 And Jesus answered them, 

“Have faith in God.

 Truly, I say to you, 

whoever says to this mountain, 

Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’

and does not doubt in his heart, 

but believes that what he says 

will come to pass, it will be done for him.
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Mark 11:22-23 (ESV) (p.4/5)
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 Therefore I tell you, 

whatever you ask in prayer, 

believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours.

 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, 

if you have anything against anyone,

so that your Father also who is in heaven 

may forgive you your trespasses.”

24
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Mark 11:24-25 (ESV) (p.5/5)
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My houseMy houseMy house shall be called  shall be called  shall be called 

a house of a house of a house of prayerprayerprayer for all the nations, for all the nations, for all the nations,

but you have made it a den of but you have made it a den of but you have made it a den of robbersrobbersrobbers...
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What will the What will the What will the ownerownerowner of the vineyard do? of the vineyard do? of the vineyard do?

He will come and He will come and He will come and destroydestroydestroy the tenants  the tenants  the tenants 

and give the vineyard to and give the vineyard to and give the vineyard to othersothersothers...
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Rabbi, look! Rabbi, look! Rabbi, look! 

The The The fig treefig treefig tree that you cursed has  that you cursed has  that you cursed has witheredwitheredwithered...
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And Jesus answered them, And Jesus answered them, And Jesus answered them, 

“Have “Have “Have faithfaithfaith in  in  in GodGodGod...

 Truly, I say to you,  Truly, I say to you,  Truly, I say to you, 

whoever says to this whoever says to this whoever says to this mountainmountainmountain, , , 

Be Be Be taken uptaken uptaken up and  and  and thrownthrownthrown into the sea,’ into the sea,’ into the sea,’
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“God, I believe You will do

what I ask”
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“God, I believe You will do

what I ask”

vs

“God, I believe You will do 

what You promised”
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and does not and does not and does not doubtdoubtdoubt in his heart,  in his heart,  in his heart, 

but but but believesbelievesbelieves that what he says  that what he says  that what he says 

will come to pass, it will be will come to pass, it will be will come to pass, it will be donedonedone for him. for him. for him.
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If any of you lacks If any of you lacks If any of you lacks wisdomwisdomwisdom, let him , let him , let him ask Godask Godask God, , , 

who gives who gives who gives generouslygenerouslygenerously to all without reproach,  to all without reproach,  to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him.and it will be given him.and it will be given him.

 But let him ask in  But let him ask in  But let him ask in faithfaithfaith, with , with , with no doubtingno doubtingno doubting, , , 

for the one who doubts is like a for the one who doubts is like a for the one who doubts is like a wavewavewave of the sea  of the sea  of the sea 

that is driven and that is driven and that is driven and tossedtossedtossed by the wind. by the wind. by the wind.
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Have I doubted

God’s power or

character to fulfill

His promises?
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Therefore I tell you, Therefore I tell you, Therefore I tell you, 

whatever you whatever you whatever you askaskask in  in  in prayerprayerprayer, , , 

believe that you have received it, believe that you have received it, believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours.and it will be yours.and it will be yours.
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You do not You do not You do not havehavehave, because you do not , because you do not , because you do not askaskask. . . 

 You ask and do not  You ask and do not  You ask and do not receivereceivereceive,,,

because you ask because you ask because you ask wronglywronglywrongly, , , 

to spend it on your to spend it on your to spend it on your passionspassionspassions...
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SubmitSubmitSubmit yourselves therefore to God. … yourselves therefore to God. … yourselves therefore to God. …

 Draw  Draw  Draw nearnearnear to God,  to God,  to God, 

and he will draw and he will draw and he will draw nearnearnear to you. to you. to you.

888

James 4:7,8 (ESV) (p.2/2)James 4:7,8 (ESV) (p.2/2)James 4:7,8 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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Was not Was not Was not AbrahamAbrahamAbraham our father justified by  our father justified by  our father justified by worksworksworks   

when he o�ered up his son when he o�ered up his son when he o�ered up his son IsaacIsaacIsaac on the altar? on the altar? on the altar?

You see that You see that You see that faithfaithfaith was  was  was activeactiveactive   

along with his works,along with his works,along with his works,

and faith was and faith was and faith was completedcompletedcompleted by his works; by his works; by his works;

and the Scripture was fulfilled that says,and the Scripture was fulfilled that says,and the Scripture was fulfilled that says,

James 2:21-23 (ESV) (p.1/2)James 2:21-23 (ESV) (p.1/2)James 2:21-23 (ESV) (p.1/2)
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“Abraham “Abraham “Abraham believedbelievedbelieved God,  God,  God, 

and it was counted to him as and it was counted to him as and it was counted to him as righteousnessrighteousnessrighteousness” – ” – ” – 

and he was called a and he was called a and he was called a friendfriendfriend of God. of God. of God.
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In my prayers, do I

submit to God?

In my faith, do I

obey Him?
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And whenever you stand praying, And whenever you stand praying, And whenever you stand praying, forgiveforgiveforgive, , , 

if you have anything if you have anything if you have anything againstagainstagainst anyone, anyone, anyone,

so that your so that your so that your FatherFatherFather also who is in heaven  also who is in heaven  also who is in heaven 

may may may forgiveforgiveforgive you your trespasses. you your trespasses. you your trespasses.

Mark 11:25 (ESV)Mark 11:25 (ESV)Mark 11:25 (ESV)
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Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 

‘Your sins are ‘Your sins are ‘Your sins are forgivenforgivenforgiven’;’;’;

or to say, or to say, or to say, 

‘‘‘Get upGet upGet up, and pick up your pallet and , and pick up your pallet and , and pick up your pallet and walkwalkwalk’?’?’?

Mark 2:9 (ESV)Mark 2:9 (ESV)Mark 2:9 (ESV)
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The prayer o�ered in The prayer o�ered in The prayer o�ered in faithfaithfaith

will restore the one who is will restore the one who is will restore the one who is sicksicksick, , , 

and the Lord will and the Lord will and the Lord will raiseraiseraise him up, him up, him up,

and if he has committed and if he has committed and if he has committed sinssinssins, , , 

they will be they will be they will be forgivenforgivenforgiven him. him. him.

James 5:15 (NASB) (p.1/2)James 5:15 (NASB) (p.1/2)James 5:15 (NASB) (p.1/2)
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Therefore, Therefore, Therefore, confessconfessconfess your sins to one another,  your sins to one another,  your sins to one another, 

and and and praypraypray for one another  for one another  for one another 

so that you may be so that you may be so that you may be healedhealedhealed...

The The The e�ectivee�ectivee�ective prayer of a  prayer of a  prayer of a righteousrighteousrighteous man  man  man 

can can can accomplishaccomplishaccomplish much. much. much.
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What grace has God

shown me?

What grace will I

show to others?
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The prayer o�ered in The prayer o�ered in The prayer o�ered in faithfaithfaith

will restore the one who is will restore the one who is will restore the one who is sicksicksick, , , 

and the Lord will and the Lord will and the Lord will raiseraiseraise him up, him up, him up,

and if he has committed and if he has committed and if he has committed sinssinssins, , , 

they will be they will be they will be forgivenforgivenforgiven him. him. him.
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Therefore, Therefore, Therefore, confessconfessconfess your sins to one another,  your sins to one another,  your sins to one another, 

and and and praypraypray for one another  for one another  for one another 

so that you may be so that you may be so that you may be healedhealedhealed...

The The The e�ectivee�ectivee�ective prayer of a  prayer of a  prayer of a righteousrighteousrighteous man  man  man 

can can can accomplishaccomplishaccomplish much. much. much.
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