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What does it mean 

to have faith 

in Jesus?
###

faith-tested.seanho.com     9ce7378 2 / 32

http://localhost:9000/faith-tested.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/faith-tested
https://github.com/sermons/faith-tested


 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 

whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

 because you know that the 

testing of your faith produces perseverance.

 Let perseverance finish its work 

so that you may be mature and complete, 

not lacking anything.

2

3

4

James 1:2-4 (NIV) (p.1/6)
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 If any of you lacks wisdom, 

you should ask God, who gives generously 

to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to you.

 But when you ask, 

you must believe and not doubt,

5

6

James 1:5-6 (NIV) (p.2/6)
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because the one who doubts 

is like a wave of the sea, 

blown and tossed by the wind.

 That person should not expect 

to receive anything from the Lord. 

 Such a person is double-minded 

and unstable in all they do.

7

8

James 1:6-8 (NIV) (p.3/6)
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 Believers in humble circumstances 

ought to take pride in their high position.

 But the rich should take pride 

in their humiliation — 

since they will pass away like a wild flower.

9

10

James 1:9-10 (NIV) (p.4/6)
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 For the sun rises with scorching heat 

and withers the plant; 

its blossom falls 

and its beauty is destroyed.

In the same way, the rich will fade away 

even while they go about their business.

11

James 1:11 (NIV) (p.5/6)
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 Blessed is the one 

who perseveres under trial 

because, having stood the test,

that person will receive the crown of life 

that the Lord has promised 

to those who love him.

12

James 1:12 (NIV) (p.6/6)
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To the To the To the twelve tribestwelve tribestwelve tribes   

scattered among the scattered among the scattered among the nationsnationsnations

James 1:1 (NIV)James 1:1 (NIV)James 1:1 (NIV)

faith-tested.seanho.com     9ce7378 10 / 32

http://localhost:9000/faith-tested.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/faith-tested
https://github.com/sermons/faith-tested


On that day a On that day a On that day a great persecutiongreat persecutiongreat persecution broke out  broke out  broke out 

against the against the against the churchchurchchurch in Jerusalem, in Jerusalem, in Jerusalem,

and all except the apostles and all except the apostles and all except the apostles 

were were were scatteredscatteredscattered throughout Judea and Samaria. throughout Judea and Samaria. throughout Judea and Samaria.

Those who had been scattered Those who had been scattered Those who had been scattered 

preached the wordpreached the wordpreached the word wherever they went. wherever they went. wherever they went.

Acts 8:1 (NIV)Acts 8:1 (NIV)Acts 8:1 (NIV)
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whenever you whenever you whenever you facefaceface   trialstrialstrials of  of  of many kindsmany kindsmany kinds

James 1:2 (NIV)James 1:2 (NIV)James 1:2 (NIV)
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ConsiderConsiderConsider it pure  it pure  it pure joyjoyjoy

James 1:2 (NIV)James 1:2 (NIV)James 1:2 (NIV)
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testingtestingtesting of your faith produces  of your faith produces  of your faith produces perseveranceperseveranceperseverance

James 1:3 (NIV)James 1:3 (NIV)James 1:3 (NIV)
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In this you In this you In this you rejoicerejoicerejoice, , , 

though now for a little while, if necessary, though now for a little while, if necessary, though now for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been you have been you have been grievedgrievedgrieved by various  by various  by various trialstrialstrials,,,

1 Peter 1:6 (ESV) (p.1/2)1 Peter 1:6 (ESV) (p.1/2)1 Peter 1:6 (ESV) (p.1/2)
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so that the so that the so that the tested genuinenesstested genuinenesstested genuineness of your  of your  of your faithfaithfaith –  –  – 

more precious than more precious than more precious than goldgoldgold   

that perishes though it is that perishes though it is that perishes though it is tested by firetested by firetested by fire – – –

may be found to result in may be found to result in may be found to result in 

praisepraisepraise and glory and honor  and glory and honor  and glory and honor 

at the at the at the revelationrevelationrevelation of Jesus Christ. of Jesus Christ. of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:7 (ESV) (p.2/2)1 Peter 1:7 (ESV) (p.2/2)1 Peter 1:7 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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Has my faith 

in Christ 

ever been tested?
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1. Joy in Trials Joy in Trials Joy in Trials 

2. Wisdom Given GenerouslyWisdom Given GenerouslyWisdom Given Generously   

3. Boasting in Weakness Boasting in Weakness Boasting in Weakness 
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If any of you lacks If any of you lacks If any of you lacks wisdomwisdomwisdom, , , 

you should you should you should ask Godask Godask God, who gives , who gives , who gives generouslygenerouslygenerously   

to all without to all without to all without finding faultfinding faultfinding fault

James 1:5 (NIV)James 1:5 (NIV)James 1:5 (NIV)
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the one who the one who the one who doubtsdoubtsdoubts   

is like a is like a is like a wavewavewave of the sea,  of the sea,  of the sea, 

blownblownblown and  and  and tossedtossedtossed by the wind. by the wind. by the wind.

 … Such a person is  … Such a person is  … Such a person is double-mindeddouble-mindeddouble-minded   

and and and unstableunstableunstable in all they do. in all they do. in all they do.

777

James 1:6-7 (NIV)James 1:6-7 (NIV)James 1:6-7 (NIV)
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“““IfIfIf you can do anything,  you can do anything,  you can do anything, 

take pitytake pitytake pity on us and  on us and  on us and help ushelp ushelp us.”.”.”

“’If you can?’” said Jesus. “’If you can?’” said Jesus. “’If you can?’” said Jesus. 

“““EverythingEverythingEverything is possible for one who  is possible for one who  is possible for one who believesbelievesbelieves.”.”.”

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, 

“I “I “I dododo believe;  believe;  believe; help mehelp mehelp me overcome my  overcome my  overcome my unbeliefunbeliefunbelief!”!”!”

Mark 9:22-24 (NIV)Mark 9:22-24 (NIV)Mark 9:22-24 (NIV)
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Do I believe God 

is generous?
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Faith that Stands the TestFaith that Stands the TestFaith that Stands the Test

1. Joy in Trials Joy in Trials Joy in Trials 

2. Wisdom Given Generously Wisdom Given Generously Wisdom Given Generously 

3. Boasting in WeaknessBoasting in WeaknessBoasting in Weakness   

(v2-4)(v2-4)(v2-4)

(v5-8)(v5-8)(v5-8)

(v9-12)(v9-12)(v9-12)
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Believers in Believers in Believers in humblehumblehumble circumstances  circumstances  circumstances 

ought to take ought to take ought to take pridepridepride in their  in their  in their highhighhigh position. position. position.

 But the  But the  But the richrichrich should take pride  should take pride  should take pride 

in their in their in their humiliationhumiliationhumiliation

101010

James 1:9-10 (NIV)James 1:9-10 (NIV)James 1:9-10 (NIV)
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“My “My “My gracegracegrace is  is  is su�icientsu�icientsu�icient for you,  for you,  for you, 

for for for my powermy powermy power is made perfect in  is made perfect in  is made perfect in weaknessweaknessweakness.”.”.”

Therefore I will Therefore I will Therefore I will boastboastboast all the more gladly  all the more gladly  all the more gladly 

about my about my about my weaknessesweaknessesweaknesses, , , 

so that so that so that Christ’s powerChrist’s powerChrist’s power may rest on me. may rest on me. may rest on me.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV) (p.1/2)2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV) (p.1/2)2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV) (p.1/2)

faith-tested.seanho.com     9ce7378 25 / 32

http://localhost:9000/faith-tested.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/faith-tested
https://github.com/sermons/faith-tested


That is why, for That is why, for That is why, for Christ’s sakeChrist’s sakeChrist’s sake, , , 

I delight in I delight in I delight in weaknessesweaknessesweaknesses, in insults, , in insults, , in insults, 

in hardships, in persecutions, in di�iculties.in hardships, in persecutions, in di�iculties.in hardships, in persecutions, in di�iculties.

For when I am For when I am For when I am weakweakweak, then I am , then I am , then I am strongstrongstrong...

2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV) (p.2/2)2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV) (p.2/2)2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV) (p.2/2)
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Blessed is the one who Blessed is the one who Blessed is the one who 

perseveresperseveresperseveres under  under  under trialtrialtrial

because, having because, having because, having stoodstoodstood the test,  the test,  the test, 

that person will receive the that person will receive the that person will receive the crown of lifecrown of lifecrown of life

James 1:12 (NIV)James 1:12 (NIV)James 1:12 (NIV)
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We also We also We also glorygloryglory in our  in our  in our su�eringssu�eringssu�erings,,,

because we know that because we know that because we know that 

su�ering produces su�ering produces su�ering produces perseveranceperseveranceperseverance; ; ; 

perseverance, perseverance, perseverance, charactercharactercharacter; ; ; 

and character, and character, and character, hopehopehope...

Romans 5:3-4 (NIV) (p.1/2)Romans 5:3-4 (NIV) (p.1/2)Romans 5:3-4 (NIV) (p.1/2)
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And hope does not put us to And hope does not put us to And hope does not put us to shameshameshame,,,

because because because God’s loveGod’s loveGod’s love has been poured out  has been poured out  has been poured out 

into our hearts through the into our hearts through the into our hearts through the Holy SpiritHoly SpiritHoly Spirit, , , 

who has been given to us.who has been given to us.who has been given to us.

Romans 5:5 (NIV) (p.2/2)Romans 5:5 (NIV) (p.2/2)Romans 5:5 (NIV) (p.2/2)
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Do I boast in my

own weaknesses?
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Blessed is the one Blessed is the one Blessed is the one 

who who who perseveresperseveresperseveres under trial  under trial  under trial 

because, having because, having because, having stood the teststood the teststood the test,,,

that person will receive the that person will receive the that person will receive the crown of lifecrown of lifecrown of life   

that the Lord has promised that the Lord has promised that the Lord has promised 

to those who to those who to those who love himlove himlove him...

James 1:12 (NIV)James 1:12 (NIV)James 1:12 (NIV)
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