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Disaster 
is upon us – 

what do we do?
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1. The Day of the LORD
Natural disasters: famine, drought 

Wail, you: drunkards , 

farmers , priests 

Mourners: the land , 

animals , people 

Human disasters: armies of God 

Sun/moon/stars darkened 

The LORD thunders 

(ch1)

(1:5-10)

(1:11-12) (1:13-14)

(1:10)

(1:18) (1:12)

(2:1-11)

(2:10)

(2:11)
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What the What the What the locust swarmlocust swarmlocust swarm has le�  has le�  has le� 

the the the great locustsgreat locustsgreat locusts have eaten have eaten have eaten

Joel 1:4 (NIV)Joel 1:4 (NIV)Joel 1:4 (NIV)
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Distribution of Melanoplus spretus, 1877. C.V. RileyDistribution of Melanoplus spretus, 1877. C.V. RileyDistribution of Melanoplus spretus, 1877. C.V. Riley
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The The The landlandland mourns,  mourns,  mourns, 

for the for the for the graingraingrain is ruined is ruined is ruined

Joel 1:10 (NASB)Joel 1:10 (NASB)Joel 1:10 (NASB)
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How the How the How the beastsbeastsbeasts groan! groan! groan!

The The The herdsherdsherds of cattle wander aimlessly  of cattle wander aimlessly  of cattle wander aimlessly 

Because there is no Because there is no Because there is no pasturepasturepasture for them for them for them

Joel 1:18 (NASB)Joel 1:18 (NASB)Joel 1:18 (NASB)
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RejoicingRejoicingRejoicing dries up from the  dries up from the  dries up from the sons of mensons of mensons of men

Joel 1:12 (NASB)Joel 1:12 (NASB)Joel 1:12 (NASB)
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1. The Day of the LORD
Natural disasters: famine, drought 

Mourners: the land , 

animals , people 

Human disasters: armies of God 

Sun/moon/stars darkened 

The LORD thunders 

(ch1)

(1:10)

(1:18) (1:12)

(2:1-11)

(2:10)

(2:11)
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Blow the Blow the Blow the trumpettrumpettrumpet in Zion;  in Zion;  in Zion; 

sound the sound the sound the alarmalarmalarm on my holy hill. on my holy hill. on my holy hill.

Let all who live in the land Let all who live in the land Let all who live in the land trembletrembletremble, , , 

for the for the for the day of the LORDday of the LORDday of the LORD is coming. is coming. is coming.

Joel 2:1 (NASB)Joel 2:1 (NASB)Joel 2:1 (NASB)
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Before them the Before them the Before them the earthearthearth shakes,  shakes,  shakes, 

the the the heavensheavensheavens tremble, tremble, tremble,

The The The sunsunsun and  and  and moonmoonmoon are darkened,  are darkened,  are darkened, 

and the and the and the starsstarsstars no longer shine. no longer shine. no longer shine.
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The LORD The LORD The LORD thundersthundersthunders   

at the head of his army …at the head of his army …at the head of his army …

The The The day of the LORDday of the LORDday of the LORD is great; it is dreadful.  is great; it is dreadful.  is great; it is dreadful. 

Who can Who can Who can endureendureendure it? it? it?

Joel 2:11 (NASB)Joel 2:11 (NASB)Joel 2:11 (NASB)
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Do I anticipate the 
day of the LORD, 

or ignore it?
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Joel: Even Now, ReturnJoel: Even Now, ReturnJoel: Even Now, Return
1. Ruin: The Day of the LORD Ruin: The Day of the LORD Ruin: The Day of the LORD 

2. Return: The Call of GodReturn: The Call of GodReturn: The Call of God   

3. Renewal: The Promise of God Renewal: The Promise of God Renewal: The Promise of God 
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2. The Call of God
Rend Your Heart 

Rally the Survivors 

Return to the LORD our God 

(2:13)

(2:15-17)

(2:12)
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“““Even nowEven nowEven now,” declares the LORD,,” declares the LORD,,” declares the LORD,

“return to me with “return to me with “return to me with all your heartall your heartall your heart, , , 

with fasting and with fasting and with fasting and weepingweepingweeping and mourning.” and mourning.” and mourning.”

Joel 2:12 (NASB)Joel 2:12 (NASB)Joel 2:12 (NASB)
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Rend your Rend your Rend your heartheartheart and not your  and not your  and not your garmentsgarmentsgarments

Joel 2:13 (NASB)Joel 2:13 (NASB)Joel 2:13 (NASB)
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For you will not delight in For you will not delight in For you will not delight in sacrificesacrificesacrifice, , , 

or I would give it;or I would give it;or I would give it;

you will not be pleased with a you will not be pleased with a you will not be pleased with a burnt o�eringburnt o�eringburnt o�ering...

 The sacrifices of God are a  The sacrifices of God are a  The sacrifices of God are a broken spiritbroken spiritbroken spirit;;;

a a a brokenbrokenbroken and  and  and contritecontritecontrite heart,  heart,  heart, 

O God, you will not despise.O God, you will not despise.O God, you will not despise.

171717

Psalm 51:16-17 (ESV)Psalm 51:16-17 (ESV)Psalm 51:16-17 (ESV)
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Blow the Blow the Blow the trumpettrumpettrumpet in Zion,  in Zion,  in Zion, 

declare a holy declare a holy declare a holy fastfastfast, call a sacred , call a sacred , call a sacred assemblyassemblyassembly...

GatherGatherGather the people,  the people,  the people, consecrateconsecrateconsecrate the assembly the assembly the assembly

Joel 2:15-16 (NASB)Joel 2:15-16 (NASB)Joel 2:15-16 (NASB)
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ReturnReturnReturn to the LORD your God,  to the LORD your God,  to the LORD your God, 

for he is for he is for he is graciousgraciousgracious and  and  and compassionatecompassionatecompassionate,,,

slow to slow to slow to angerangeranger and abounding in  and abounding in  and abounding in lovelovelove, , , 

and he and he and he relentsrelentsrelents from sending calamity. from sending calamity. from sending calamity.

Joel 2:13 (NASB)Joel 2:13 (NASB)Joel 2:13 (NASB)
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Will we 
rend our hearts, 

rally together, and 
return to our God?
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Joel: Even Now, ReturnJoel: Even Now, ReturnJoel: Even Now, Return
1. Ruin: The Day of the LORD Ruin: The Day of the LORD Ruin: The Day of the LORD 

2. Return: The Call of God Return: The Call of God Return: The Call of God 

3. Renewal: The Promise of GodRenewal: The Promise of GodRenewal: The Promise of God   

(1:1-2:11)(1:1-2:11)(1:1-2:11)
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3. The Promise of God
Renewed Nature 

Comfort: land, animals, people

Redeemed Spirit 

To all who call on His name

Restored Nation 

(2:18-27)

(2:28-32)

(ch3)
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Then the LORD Then the LORD Then the LORD 

will be will be will be zealouszealouszealous for His land  for His land  for His land 

And will have And will have And will have pitypitypity on His people. on His people. on His people.

Joel 2:18 (NASB)Joel 2:18 (NASB)Joel 2:18 (NASB)
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Do not fear, O Do not fear, O Do not fear, O landlandland,,,

rejoice and be glad, rejoice and be glad, rejoice and be glad, 

for the LORD has done for the LORD has done for the LORD has done greatgreatgreat things. things. things.

Joel 2:21 (NASB)Joel 2:21 (NASB)Joel 2:21 (NASB)
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Do not fear, Do not fear, Do not fear, beastsbeastsbeasts of the field, of the field, of the field,

For the For the For the pasturespasturespastures of the wilderness  of the wilderness  of the wilderness 

have turned have turned have turned greengreengreen

Joel 2:22 (NASB)Joel 2:22 (NASB)Joel 2:22 (NASB)
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So rejoice, O So rejoice, O So rejoice, O sons of Zionsons of Zionsons of Zion, , , 

And be glad in the And be glad in the And be glad in the LORD your GodLORD your GodLORD your God;;;

For He has given you For He has given you For He has given you 

the early the early the early rainrainrain for your  for your  for your vindicationvindicationvindication...

Joel 2:23 (NASB)Joel 2:23 (NASB)Joel 2:23 (NASB)
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Then you will know that I am Then you will know that I am Then you will know that I am in Israelin Israelin Israel, , , 

that I am the LORD that I am the LORD that I am the LORD your Godyour Godyour God, , , 

and that there is and that there is and that there is no otherno otherno other; ; ; 

never again will my people be never again will my people be never again will my people be shamedshamedshamed...

Joel 2:27 (NASB)Joel 2:27 (NASB)Joel 2:27 (NASB)
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And a�erward, I will pour out And a�erward, I will pour out And a�erward, I will pour out 

my Spiritmy Spiritmy Spirit on all people on all people on all people
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The sun will be turned to The sun will be turned to The sun will be turned to darknessdarknessdarkness   

and the moon to and the moon to and the moon to bloodbloodblood

before the coming of the great before the coming of the great before the coming of the great 

and dreadful and dreadful and dreadful day of the LORDday of the LORDday of the LORD
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And everyone who calls on And everyone who calls on And everyone who calls on 

the the the name of the LORDname of the LORDname of the LORD will be  will be  will be savedsavedsaved

… even among the … even among the … even among the survivorssurvivorssurvivors   

whom the Lord whom the Lord whom the Lord callscallscalls...

Joel 2:32 (NASB)Joel 2:32 (NASB)Joel 2:32 (NASB)
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Am I prepared 
for the day 

of the LORD?
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And everyone who calls on And everyone who calls on And everyone who calls on 

the the the name of the LORDname of the LORDname of the LORD will be  will be  will be savedsavedsaved

Joel 2:32 (NASB)Joel 2:32 (NASB)Joel 2:32 (NASB)
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